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SUBJECT: NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY 1977 FIELD TRIPS 

REP: STATE 049058 

1 . WE WELCOME VISIT OF BOTH NWC AND ICAF TO SAUDI ARABIA 
AND WE ARE PREPARING FOREIGN OFPICE NOTE TO SECURE SAG 
APPROVAL. 

2. WE NOTE PROM REFTEL THAT THE TWO GROUPS' SCHEDULES CALL 
FOR THEM TO OVERLAP POR FOUR DAYS IN RIYADH. WE WILL 
CONCENTRATE OUR PLANNING ON MAKING APPROPRIATE 
APPOINTMENTS IN RIYADH FOR SUNDAY, MONDAY AND TUESDAY THE 
8, 9 AND 10 OP MAY 

3. THE NWC AND ICAF SHOULD AMEND THEIR TRAVEL PLANS POR 
SAUDI ARABAI TO ENABLE BOTH GROUPS TO BE IN DHAHRAN 
AT THE SAME TIME. THE SAG WOULD BE MORE RECEPTIVE TO 
SETTING UP ONE VISIT RATHER THAN TWO TO FACILITIES OF 
INTEREST IN THE EASTERN PROVINCE SUCH AS THE UNIVERSITY 
OF PETROLEUM AND MINERALS. ARAMCO, WE FEEL, IS ALSO 
LIKELY TO BE MORE COOPERATIVZ IN A JOINT VISIT 
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RATHER THAN HOSTING TWO SEPARATE GROUPS. 

4. WE ALSO SUGGEST THAT THE NWC GROUP CONSIDER 
DROPPING JIDDA PROM ITS ININERARY. THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 
IS THE SAUID WEEKEND AND NO APPOINTMENTS WILL BE 
POSSIBLE. FURTHER, THE EMBASSY IS CLOSED. 
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5. COULD NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY PROVIDE EMBASSY 
JIDDA WITH NAMES OF PERSONS THAT ARE SCHEDULED TO VISIT 
SAUDIA ARABIA. 

PORTER 
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